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GEORGE FOX: 

AS APOSTLE OP EVANGELICAL, SPIRITUAL CHRISTIANITY, 



It is wonderful to see how the lapse of time 
dispels our illusions, in regard to many of the 
world's heroes. 

After the transient emergency, which called 
them forth from obscurity, has passed away, 
their popularity and even their very names 
are often equally forgotten. ^ 

Perhaps, too, some evidences of selfish 
motive or of personal weakness of character, 
come to light after their career has ended, 
which sadly tarnish the brightness of their 
fame, and weaken or destroy the reverence 
once felt for their example and their services. 

This has even been the case too often with 
the heroes of the Christian Church; and to 
the causes already stated of the decline of 
their influence, are also to be added the errors 
of doctrine, which may, without intention, 
have crept into their teachings and which a 
more enlightened age discovers and rejects. 

In one, or other, of these lists may be found 
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the names of several of the Eeformers, and 
some even of the Martyrs of the Church, in 
past ages ; and we charitably turn away from 
their failures and their errors of doctrine or 
practice, land try to think only of the good 
they have done, — the services they have ren- 
dered to the cause of civil or religious liberty 
or even of the gospel itself, in their day ana 
generation. 

With the subject of this notice, however, we 
claim that no such charitable consideration is 
asked or needed. His character stands to- 
day as pure, his authority as unshaken and 
elevated, his teachings as sound and unques- 
tionable, as in the age when he startlea all 
England with his trumpet call to the Church, 
to return to its primitive simplicity and purity. 

It would seem that no recent progress of 
doctrine or practice in the Church at large, 
no more vivid realization of the scriptural 
obligations of the Christian religion, in its in- 
fluence on the daily life of the believer, can 
disturb his theology, or even prove to be in 
advance of his actual example. 

Has the light of Christianity revealed to its 
earnest believers everywhere, in our day, the 
inconsistency of slavery and intemperance 
with the gospel of Christ? George Fox 

E reached and practised the same doctrines 
•om his very boyhood. Nay more, he an- 
ticipated, and went far beyond, the present 
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conscience of the Christian Church, in re- 
gard to the fearful crime of national war- 
fare and bloodshed, which has proved such 
a scourge to the world ; and in many other 
points of Christian doctrine and practice, the 
church yet lags far behind his clear, ringing 
interpretation of the Holy Scriptures, in re- 
gard to the spiritual nature of the gospel of 
Christ. 

Truly, as Robert Barclay declares, the 
truth so taught was "not a revelation of any 
new gospel, but it was ^a new revelation of 
the good old gospel;" and hence the safe 
and permanent character of the structure 
reared thereon. 

What Tennyson says of England's great 
military captain, may more truthfully be de- 
clared of that pure, earnest, simple and yet 
eminently wise Christian reformer, George 
Fox : , 

"Whatever record leap to light, 
He never shall be shamed." 

I purpose to select from the writings of this 
distinguished man, some short definite expres- 
sions of the views which he held, and the 
doctrines which he promulgated, on some 
questions which are now agitating our branch 
of the Church ; and on which his acknowledged 
authority has been, in some quarters, greatly 
misrepresented or misunderstood. In doing 
so, I would always make such extracts from 

1* 



6 0£OBGE FOX. 

the earliest editions of his writings, conve- 
niently accessible; believing that one great 
cause of the present conAised condition of 
this branch of the Christian Church, in our 
landf has been the recent introduction of par- 
tial and modified editions of the lives and 
writings of members of our Society, who have 
long passed away. 

However excellent the intentions of these 
modern compilers may have been, their prac- 
tice has resulted in great detriment to the 
Truth itself, as well as in the most serious in- 
justice to the characters of the parties so un- 
intentionally misrepresented. Kay more, the 
injury has been lasting and widespread, to all 
those who have attempted to follow these im- 
aginary examples, and to govern their own 
action, or to modify their own views, by an 
inflexible adherence to certain precise stand- 
ards of doctrine and practice, thus incorrectly 
held forth for our imitation. 

To such an extent has this been done that, 
instead of our forefathers being shown to us 
as they really were, (and, as Paul and Barnabas 
declared to the men of Lystra, they were also,) 
''men of like passions as ourselves," these 
eminent patterns of our human nature have 
been almost canonized as saints, and have been 
forced to appear in one uniform and impos- 
sible character. 

Like the bed of Procustes, this ideal stand- 
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ard of these compilers must be conformed to 
by all their subjects ; if they were too short for 
it, they were lovingly stretched to fit it, if 
they were too long, they were judiciously 
clipped to the needed measure ; until all in- 
dividuality of character and independence of 
thought, seem to have been lost sight of, in 
this artificial manipulation, by the modern 
biographers of our early Friends. 

Our forefathers were noble men, of origi- 
nal cast of thought and independence of 
action ; diverse in their views, not only on 
minor topics, but on important practical 
questions : yet with earnest convictions on 
^7 common doctrines, and with a wide 
Christian toleration for the diversities of 
opinion, appearance and practice, which pre- 
yailed amongst them. 

Gkithered in a few years from all grades of 
society and all stations in life, the rich and the 

Kor, the learned and the uneducated, Cava- 
rs and Koundheads, Churchmen and Puri- 
tans, this diversity and this toleration were 
matters of necessity, and were universally 
understood by the community among whom 
thev lived. 

One of the sorrowful results of the great 
Unitarian heresv which, within fifty years 
past, has swept through the various branches 
of the Christian Church, and which actually 
divided our own, has been an entire confusion 
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of the offices and of the separate and distinct 
work of the Holy Spirit, in the hearts of the 
sinner and the believer respectively. 

Many goodly people, who were not positively 
led away by that heresy, seem still to be tinct- 
ured with it, unconsciously to themselves ; and 
they really believe, and accordingly so teach, 
that our early Friends held and promulgated 
the doctrine that, an unregenerate man, by the 
aid of the " light within," might gradually 
grow up from a state of nature into a state 
of grace. They say that, by this inner light, 
they can "work out their own salvation," and 
that the Holy Spirit teaches and guides the 
sinner, in the same manner as He teaches and 
guides the believer in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Now George Fox, the founder of our So- 
ciety, held no such erroneous opinion, but 
proclaimed exactly the opposite doctrine. He 
taught that the light of Christ showed the 
sinner his lost and undone condition, and led 
him to Christ his Saviour, from whom that 
"light within" came ; and that it was only when 
he had repented and believed the Gospel, and 
known his sins washed away in the blood of 
Christ, that the Holy Spirit became his 
teacher and guide and Comforter, as He al- 
ways is of the believing child of God. 

Of the many clear evidences of his belief and 
his teachings on this vitally important subject. 
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scattered throughout his writings, the follow- 
ing plain definite expositions will suffice : 

Thb Holy Spirit dbaws the UNaEGENBHATs Man to 
Christ Jesus his Saviour, and points him to His 
Cleansing Blood : [George Fox's Journal, P. 571, 
Ed. 1694, Sixth mo., 1687.] 

" In the opening of the Spirit of Truth, I 
wrote a short paper directing the right way 
and means whereby people might come unto 
Christ." 

Christ says, " I am the Way, the Truth 
and the Life ; no man cometh unto the Father 
but by Me, and no man can come to Me except 
the Father which hath sent Me, draw him." 
Now what are the means by which God doth 
draw people to his Son^ but by the Holy Spirit ; 
and by this Holy Spirit the holy and righte- 
ous God doth draw .people from their un- 
righteousness and unholiness to Christ; the 

righteous and holy One 

And they that mind the drawings of the good 
Spirit of the Father to the Son they do know 
that Christ is their Mediator, and makes their 
peace with Ood ; and they do know that 
Christ is their High Priest, made higher than 
the heavens, and naih died for their sins and 
doth cleanse them with His blood and is risen 
for their justification and is able to the utter' 
m^st to save all that come to God by Him" 
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Again, p. 628, Ed 1694. A. D. 1677 : 
" Therefore I warn and ad vbe you, both high 
and low, priests and people, to come to the 
Grace, Light and Truth that comes by Jesus 
Christ ; and also to come to the manifesta- 
tion of the Spirit of God that is given to you 
to profit withal — that with this Orace, Tfiuh, 
Light and Spirit of Christ, you may fam to 
Christ Jesus from whence it comes who sai^ 
learn of Me : and God saith this is my beloved 
Son, hear ye Him 

" And therefore every one must believe in 
the light, if they do receive Christ Jesus ; and 
as many as receive Him, He gives them power 
to become (he sons of Ood. 

" So he that hath the Son of Ood hatJi life, 
and he that hath notthe Son of Ood hath not life J* 

Thb Holt Ghost, as a Teacher, Guide and Com- 
forter, ONLY RBOBIVBD AND KNOWN BT THB BeLIBY- 

INO Child of God who has Repented and is Bap- 
tized, AND HAS BEOBIVBD THB GoSPEL : [P. 570, 

Ed. 1694.] 

After many quotations from the Holy 
Scriptures to prove his point George Fox says, 
A. D. 1687 : 

" Now here ye may see that people must 
repent before they do believe and are baptized, 
and before they receive the Holy Ohost and the 
kingdom of God. And they must repent of 
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their vain life and conversation before they do 
receivQ the Oospel ; and must be turned from 
darkness to light, and from the power of 
Satan unto God before they do receive His 
Soly Spirit and His Oospel of life and salva- 
tion." 

Again (1688, p. 591) : " And the grace of 
God which bringeth salvation hath appeared 
unto all men. And teaches the Christians, the 
true believers in Christ; and Ood doth write His 
law in the true Christians^ hearts, and putteth 
it into their minds, that they all may know 
the Lord from the greatest unto the least ; 
and He giveth His "word in their hearts to 
obey and to do, and the anointing within 
them, so that they need not any man to teach 
them, but as the anointing does teach them." 

Again, p. 628, Ed. 1694. A. D. 1677 : 
•* And so all the children of the new c&ve- 
naniy that walk in the new and living way, do 
hear Christ their prophet, that God hath 
raised up, who is their Teacher and Priest, 
whom God hath anointing to preach. 

" And so now God doth speak to His people 
by His Son as He did in the apostles days. 
And so the Lord is come to teach His people 
Himself, by His Grace, Light and Truth." 
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11. 

This clear conyiction of the necessity of the 
sinner first coming to his Saviour, and realiz- 
ing the cleansing virtue of His precious blood 
— and accepting His gospel of salvation — and 
believing in Him, as his atoning sacrifice and 
Mediator — before he can " receive the spirit of 
adoption, by which we cry Abba Father," 
or can know the Holy Ghost to dwell in his 
soul as a Comforter, Guide and Teacher, was 
no mere theoretical belief, drawn only fironi 
the Holy Scriptures ; by which, however, he 
abundantly proved its truth. 

George Fox had passed through that ordeal 
himself, had been with his Saviour in the re- 
generation, and having known the fellowship 
of His sufferings, he knew also the power of 
His resurrection, and had been raised by 
Him into newness of life. 

He had long sought, among the teachers of 
the world, the relief he could only find in his 
Lord and Kedeemer ; and his " heart leaped 
for joy " when he heard the words, spoken to 
his soul by the Holy Spirit, " There is one, 
even Christ Jesus, who can speak to thy con- 
dition." To Him he had eagerly turned, and 
in Him he had found forgiveness, and conso- 
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lation, and peace, and joy unutterable; so 
that from that definite point in his life he be- 
came a new man in Christ Jesus ; old things 
had passed away, and behold all things had 
become new. 

The change, in his case, was definite and 
complete. He could tell the day and hour, 
and the place it occurred, and he not only 
never doubted it for a moment, but he never 
had to go through it again. 

Many deep baptisms and trials he passed 
through afterwards, for Christ's sake or for 
the sake of others ; and especially, a large 
measure of that portion of the sufierings of 
his Lord and Saviour, which we read are left 
behind — to be endured by His followers, for 
His body's sake, which is the Church — this 
faithful disciple accepted willingly; but he 
never confused any of these visitations with 
that wondrous revelation of Divine love and 
mercy to his soul. 

Nor did he hesitate, after that, always to 
declare his assured position, as a redeemed and 
accepted child of God, through the atonement 
and the mediation of his Lord and Saviour. 

Moreover, as we have seen that he wrote, 
so he preached the same everlasting gospel to 
the people, as the two following extracts from 
his journal wiU manifest: 

A.. D. 1651. '' I showed them the true wor- 
ship, which Christ had set up, and distin- 

2 



14 GEOBGE FOX. 

guished Christ, the true way, from all the false 
ways ; opening the parables to them, and 
turning them from darkness to the true Lights 
that by it they might see themadveSy their sins, 
and Christ their Saviour; and, believing in 
Him, they might be saved fratn their sins.'* 

Again, A. D. 1655, p. 168, Ed. 1694.— 
**Prom Worcester we went to Tewksbury, 
where in the evening we had a great meeting. 
I turned the people to the Divine Light, which 
Christ, the Heavenly, spiritual Man, enlight- 
eneth them withal ; that, with that Light, they 
might see their sins, and thai they were in deaik 
and darkness, and without Ood in the world ; 
and might also see Christ, from whom it oometh, 
their Saviour and Redeemer; who shed His 
blood and died for them ; who is the Way to 
Ood, the Truth and the Life.** 

Having sufficiently established the clear 
evangelical belief and teachings of George 
Fox, in regard to the offices of the Holy 
Spirit in pointing to the Saviour, and testify- 
ing of Him, let us pass to a consideration of 
his other doctrines. 

He lived in an age of great excitement and 
controversy. Ecclesiastical domination and 
tyranny, first of one ruling power and then of 
another, kept in constant exercise the tongues 
and the pens of all, who sought to establish and 
defend their faith, in those troublous times. 
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More especially was this vigilance required 
of those who, like himself and a few of his co- 
laborerSy had undertaken to establish and de- 
fend an entirely new profession of faith ; 
founded, as they claimed and proved it to be, 
on the authority of Divine Revelation, open- 
ing up to them the Holy Scriptures in their 
true Spiritual significance. 

Nor was the need of this vigilant defence 
^ at all lessened b^ the fact, that the spiritual 
gospel, so proclaimed, overthrew many of the 
ecclesiastical forms of all the religious estab- 
lishments; and was, from its very nature, 
especially antagonistic to the theology and to 
the practice of the ritualistic churches. From 
these George Fox and his coadjutors realized 
the most determined opposition ; and suffered, 
through their influence, the most bitter perse- 
cution. 

Against their formalities, and their too 
often empty professions, therefore, he and his 
friends directed their heaviest artillery ; while 
they were often comparatively silent, in these 
controversies, on the fundamental doctrines of 
the Christian religion, which in that day were 
almost universally admitted by all the churches. 

Superficial readers of these controversial writ- 
ings only, have therefore inferred that the 
founders of the Societv of Friends were un- 
sound, or at least indifierent, in regard to the 
great and vital doctrines of the atonement of our 
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Lord Jesus Christ for the sins of mankind, by 
His sufferings and death on the cross at Calva- 
ry ; or to the great truth, that by His precious 
blood there shed, the redemption of the world 
was purchased ; and by virtue of His death 
and resurrection, the justification of all those 
w|io believe in Him, and accept His gospel, 
and comply with its terms, has been forever 
secured. 

In fact, as was stated in an earlier part of 
this essay, the Society of Friends has, within 
fifty years, been actually divided on these 
very fundamental and vital questions ; and 
even among those who still profess the Ortho- 
dox faith, a dreamy and uncertain compre- 
hension seems, in some quarters, to prevail, in 
regard to these great doctrines. 

Without entering, at present, into a consid- 
eration of the evil results of this confused un- 
derstanding of the views of our early Friends, 
I proceed to extract, from the various pub- 
lished writings of George Fox, such passages 
as will abundantly suffice to show that his 
trumpet, at least, gave forth no uncertain 
sound in proclaiming & gospel of salvation, only 
through the death and the resurredion of the San 
of Grod ; and that it was by His precious blood 
alone, that our sins could be washed away. 
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Extracts from George Fox's "Gospel Truths," 
showing that remission of sins, and full sal- 
vation, are only purchased and secured for 

UB THROUGH THE PRECIOUS BlOOD OF GhRIST ; AND 
OUR JUSTIFICATION THROUGH HiS DEATH AND RES- 
URRECTION. 

From an essay entitled 

" The Man Christ Jesus^ the Head of the 
Caiurch ;" page 703—717. A. D. 1679. 

" The Apostle Peter saith, in his General 
Epistle to the Christians in his day : 

" * Ye know that ye are not redeemed with 
corruptible things, neither with silver and 
goldy from your vain conversation, but with 
the precious blood of Jesus Christ.' 

''Now consider this, you that pretend to 
forgive sins, have you not made the Blood of 
Christ of none effect ? And so you keep the 
people out of the true knowledge of the true 
Christians in primitive times, who knew that 
they were redeemed, not with silver and gold, 
but wUh the precious blood of Christ Jesus. 

" You have forgotten that which should 

purge away your sins, to wit, the Bhod of 

Christ; for the Apostle saith, 'Christ gave 

Himself for us that He might redeem us from 

all iniquity.' 

** So no man's iniquity or sin, it is clear, 
can be redeemed by any corruptible thing ; 
and none may think they can set up another 

2* 
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Pardoner than Christy who hath washed us from 
our sins in His own blood f^ and again, " Their 
garments were made white in the blood of the 
Lamb, and the Saints overcome by the blood 
of the Lamb." 

And the Apostle tells the Ephesians through 
what they had redemption, which was through 
the Blood of Christ Jesus. And doth he not 
tell the Colossians the same, who saith, '' In 
whom we have redemption through His blood, 
even the forgiveness of sins ?" 

1679. Again: "The Apostle tells the 
Ephesians, * You who sometime were afar off 
are made nigh by the Blood of Christ.' So 
it is the Blood of Christ thai made the Saints 
nigh then, and makes nigh the Saints to Ood 
now ; which Blood doth redeem, and wash, and 
purify them from all sin" Again, * * So making 
peace that He might reconcile them unto God 
in one body through the Blood of His Cross 
to reconcile all things unto Himself, whether 
things in Heaven or things on earth, having 
slain the enmity thereby." 

[See, he says, Eph. 2, from 14th verse to 
the end.] 

" And the Gospel of Peace was preached to 
them that were afar off and them that were 
nigh; and Chrbt, the foundation, to build 
upon ; who was the Prophets' and Apostles' 
foundation — the chief oornjer-stone in God's 
house. And so you may see it is said, who 
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hath reconciled us unto himself by Jesus 
Christ. And God was in Christ reconciling 
the world unto Himself — not imputing their 
trespasses unto them, and hath commended 
unto us the word of reconciliation. 

" And now, concerning the true headship 
of the Church, — Christ Jesus, who died for 
the sins of the world, and who tasted death 
for every man, is risen from the dead, and is 
the Head of His Church. And Christ so 
loveth His Church that He gave Himself for 
it ; and the Church is to be subject to Christ, 
the Head, who both died for them and shed Sis 
blood for them (the members), and redeemed 
it, and satictified it, and purchased it with His 
blood." 

Now concerniDg Mediators. 

The apostle, speaking of Christ, says, ' He 
is the Mediator ; and Christ is the Mediator 
of the New Testament ; and the Saints were 
come to Jesus, the Mediator of the new cov- 
enant. For God would have all men to be 
saved. And there is one God and one Media* 
tor, between God and man, the man Christ 
Jesus, who gave Himself a ransom for all tp 
be testified in due time.' • • . Now it 's clear 
there is but one Mediator between God and 
man, the man Christ Jesus, by whom were 
all things, who gave Himself a ransom for 
all ; who hath made their peace betwixt them 
and God, and so hath received them who have 
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SO come, and given them an understanding to 
know Him that they might have life ever- 
lasting." 

From an Essay entitled : 

" A clear distinction betwixt the old cove- 
nant and the new."— Fox's " Gospel Truths.** 
Ed. 1706 : p. 746-777. 

" In the old covenant, with the blood of 
beasts the Priest made an atonement for his 
own sins and the sins of the people. 

" But in the new covenant, Chrisi vjith His 
own Blood hath made atonement for the sins of 
the whole world. And He hath given Himself 
a ransom for all men, to be testified of in due 
time in the new covenant, which the days 
thereof are come above 1600 years since." 

" For the New Testament is in the Blood of 
Christ which deanseth from all sin, and in Him 
the one offering, who offered Himself, once for 
all ; who is the Lamb of God who takes away 

the sin of the world And he is the 

Everlasting High Priest, who hath offered 
Himself for them, and is risen and is alive 
again, and lives foreverTnore, 

*' And in the new covenant, the Holy Ghost, 
— which proceeds from the Father and Son, — 
leadeth the servants of Ood and Chrisi into all 
truth ; and reproves the world for their unbe- 
lief and their unrighteousness. So that the 
Priest is not needed to offer up their sins and 



GEORGE FOX. 21 



to cleanse tliem with the blood of beasts. For 
Christ the Lamb without blemish hath tasted 
death for every man and died for the sins of the 
whole world,** 

"And the High Priest once a year, in the 
time of the old covenant, went with the blood 
of beasts into the Holy Place, which He offered 
for himself and the sins of the people. But 
Christ being come a High Priest, by His own 
Blood He hath entered onee into the Holy place, 
to wit, Heaven itself, and hath obtained eternal 
redemption for usJ' 

So the blood of the clean beasts cleansed 
from sin, in the time of the old covenant. 
But, in the time of the new covenant, the 
Blood of Christ Jems the Lamb without blem,' 
ish cleanses us from all sin. So all are to look 
unto Jesus in the new covenant, which is not 
according to the old. 
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III. 

It will be seen, from the foregoing extracts, 
which might have been multiplied ten-fold, 
from the doctrinal writings of George Fox — 
that he rested the whole fabric of his faith, as 
well as of his spiritual theology and doctrines, 
upon the outward atonement for the sins of the 
whole world, through the sacrifice which our 
Lord and Saviour prepared, of Himself, on 
the cross at Calvary ; where, as the apostle 
Paul declared, He bare our sins in His own 
body on the tree, blotting out forever the 
hand-writing of ordinances that was against 
us, taking it out of the way, nailing it to His 
cross ; and He now preaches peace to those 
that are afar off, and to those that are near, 
through His precious blood. 

It has been shown that, both by his writings 
and in his ministry, he sought to point out 
and to proclaim with such clearness that all 
could understand it, that Christ had enlight- 
ened every man that cometh into the world, 
with such a measure of divine grace and 
light, that he might see his sins, and be led 
to his Saviour, who would wash them away, 
and redeem him from his lost and undone 
condition ; as he accepted tlie terms of salva- 
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tion, in believing in the Son of God, and 
turning to Him with full purpose of heart. 

Many well-meaning people, in our own 
day, will perhaps admit all this, as an ab- 
stract truth ; they do not exactly deny it, but 
seldom, if ever, refer to it ; they say it is 
''underslood" and "need not be so con- 
tinually expressed and dwelt upon." The 
Lord Mimself, and His apostles and prophets, 
evidently did not think so. 

The " testimony of Jesus is the spirit of 
prophecy/' literally, from the beginning to 
the end of the Holv Scriptures. 

Not only of Him, " Moses in the Law, 
* and the I^rophets did write ;" but the four 
Gospels and the record of the Acts of the 
early Church, and the Epistles of the Apos- 
tles, and the Book of Revelation, all testify 
of Him — the man Christ Jesus, through 
whom is preached into us the remission of 
our sins ; and by whose precious blood alone 
we can be washed, and forever redeemed from 
them, and from their dominion over us. 

This was the theme of the confessors and 
martyrs of the early church, who, we read, 
** overcame by the blood of the Lamb and the 
word, (or Gospel), of their testimony; for 
they loved not their lives unto the death." 

^ with the Waldenses, and the Protestants 
of the Low Countries and of Spain, and the 
Hugaenots of France ; and so with the Eng- 
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glish * martyrs, in the time' of Henry the 
Eighth and Queen Mary. 

" None but Christ ! none but ChristI" they 
exclaimed, as they joyfully went to the stake ; 
and as they kissed the fetters and prison bolts 
which bound them. 

It was not a dead principle, not a mystical 
abstraction, that they worshipped, and that 
they gladly suffered for, but a living Saviour ; 
one who was dead and is alive again ; who 
had died for their sins — who had bought 
them with His own precious blood — and 
whom they loved, and willingly gave their 
lives for Him, because He had 'first loved 
them, and given Himself for them. 

This cardinal truth lay at the foundation 
of all the Reformed churches in Germany and 
England, — Justification by faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ ; and George Fox not only fully 
accepted that truth and taught it, but went 
far beyond the churches of his day, in a full 
appreciation of the power and virtue of the 
blood of Christ. 

He believed most thoroughly, as has been 
shown, not only in its cleansing efficacy for 
the sinner, but in its perpetual cleansing 
power, in the forgiven and redeemed child of 
God ; and that by its comptete operation on 
the soul of man, a state of constant aocept- 
ance and purity in the sight of God, might 
be attained. — EpisdeSy 1662. 
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" Of what value, price and worth have they 
made the blood of Christ, that deanseth from 
tin and death, and yet told people that they 
would bring them to a knowledge of the Son 
of God, and now tell them they must not be 
perfect on the earth, but carry a body of sin 
about them to the grave. . 

'*Btd I say, you are redeemed by Christ It 
cost Him His blood to purchase man out of 
this state he is in in the fall, and bring him 
tip to the state man was in before he fell." 

" So Christ became a Cfwtsejto bring man out of 
ihe curse ; and bore the wrath, to bring man to 
the peace of God; that he might come to the 
blessed state, and to Adam's state which he 
was in before he fell ; and not only thither, 
but to a state, in Christ, that shall never fall. 
And this is my testimony to you and to all 
the people on the earth." — Epistles 1671. 

So in his well-known letter to the Governor 
of Barbadoes, George Fox declares the ful- 
ness of his faith in the outward offering and 
sacrifice of our Lord Jesus Christ — "Jesus, 
who was the foundation of the holy Apostles 
and prophets, is our foundation; and we 
believe there is no other foundation to be laid 
but what is laid ; even Christ Jesus, who tasted 
death for every man, shed His blood for all 
men, is the propitiation for our sins, and not 
for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole 
world; according as John the Baptist testi- 

3 
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fied of Him, when he said, 'Behold the Lamb 
of Ood thcU taketh away the sins of the worldJ " 
The shallow objections of modern unbe- 
lievers, — which so frequently found utterance 
at the time of the*Unitarian separation in our 
own religious Society, as well as in other 
branches of the Christian church, — that it was 
impossible for God, who was a Spirit, to die 
a natural death ; and that, therefore, Christ 
could not have been God and suffered merely 
as any other man, is effectually disposed of 
by Greorge Fox, in a letter to some Friends, 
who were captives among the Turks, at 
Algiers. 
Epistles A. D. 1683.— He writes : 
"There is a common saying among the 
Turks to the Christians, * your crucified Grod^' 
meaning Christ Now there is a mistake in 
this their saying. Though God was in Christ, 
reconciling the world unto Himself, it ti;a« not 
the eternal Ood, that was crucified and died, 
that was in Christ ; for Christ said, when He 
was about to suffer, * My God ! my God ! why 
hast Thou forsaken Me?' 80 Christ suffered 
in the flesh and vxis crucified and died, as He 
was man, not as He was Ood — the Word which 
was in the beginning — but as He was man, 
who bore the iniquities of all mankind, and was 
an offering for ike sins of the whole world; who 
tasted deaihfor every man — aU being in death 
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in Adam — that they might have life through 
Christ, the second Adam. So I say again, that 
Christ did not die, as He was God, but as He 
was man. He was crucified, and buried, and 
arose again the third day, and ascended, and 
is at the right hand of God. This He did by 
the power of Grod, as He wsCs man. So the 
Turks are mistaken to say, or to think, that 
the eternal Qod could be crucified or die." 

Enough has been now quoted, to show the 
clear distinction which George Fox. drew 
between the manhood and the Godhead of 
our Lord Jesus Christ ; and yet how fiilly he 
maintained their inseparable connection, in 
the work of His one great atonement, for the 
sins of mankind. He, himself, tells us why 
he did not think it needful, in his day, to be 
always repeating his well-established evangel- 
ical belief jwhenne was writing or speaking upon 
the spiritual nature of Christ's kingdom, to 
those who had already accepted and believed 
in His outward coming, death, and resurrec- 
tion. He says, " There was a time when the 
Apostles preached Christ, that died at Jeru- 
salem ; and they witnessed Him forth, and 
brought for proof the prophets* testimonies, 
which prophesied of Him. And they that 
preached Chrisffs sufferings at Jerusalem^ 
showed the fulfilling of the prophets and the Law, 
and all that was wriUen of Him, And after- 
wards the Apostles preached Christ, the 8ub^ 
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stance, amongst them that had the prophets' 
words and the Law, and they showed them, 
out of the prophets' words and out of the L^w, 
that that was the Christ who died at Jerusalem 
and suffered without the gate.^* 

** And then there was a time, that the Apos- 
tles preached Christ in them to them that did 
blieve and had received Him. 
But this was spoken to them that believed, who 
tuere the saints : to whom Christ in them 
was preached, the substance of what the 
prophets prophesied of, and to believe in 
Him who was risen, the Resurrection. But 
io the world the Apostles preached repentance 
— and to believe in Jesus Christ, and taught 
Jaith towards God, But to them who were 
redeemed out of. the world, in and to whom 
the Son of God was made manifest, • • . 
preaching repentance and the doctrine of 
baptism was needless, in whom it was fulfilled ; 
to and in such as were brought to God. He 
that can receive this, may — for to it there is 
no private meaning." [See Geo. Fox's Epis^ 
ties, 1657.] 
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IV. 

Many of the foregoing extracts have been 
taken, as already stated, from a large folia 
Yolume, first published in 1706, under the 
sanction of the '^ Second-day morning's meet- 
ii>g>" of London ; and attested by a minute 
signed by Greorge Whitehead, Francis Gam* 
field, Thomas Lower, William Robinson, 
Gkorge Chalkley, and many other well known 
Friends of that day. 

The London Morning Meeting approves 
and endorses the doctrines contained in these 
voluminous writings of George Fox, then first 
collected, in the following terms : 

** The books and treatises in this collection, 
being perused, we find the doctrines of our 
blessed Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, and 
those matters essential to salvation and true 
Christianity, so plainly asserted, and fully 
demonstrated, according to Holy Scripture tes- 
timony, as may sufficiently obviate our 
former and present adversaries' objections, 
and refute their calumnies and assertions to 
the contrary. And though the most eminent 
Reformers and Martyrs have been most 
envied and misrepresented by their adversa* 
ries, in all ages, as this true servant and min<^ 

3* 
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later of Christ was in his day, yet the good 
report and fame which he, through faith, 
obtained, will outlive the great envy of his 
and Truth's adversaries. 

" His great industry in searching the Holy 
Scriptures, and frequently quoting, reciting, 
aptl^ applying and opening the same, in his 
writings, will appear in the following collec- 
tion : He truly testified^ both in hia ministry 
<md vrntingBy jor Christ Jesus^ His power ana 
coming in the flesh and in the Spirit, He was 
for the sacred history and mystery, revealed 
^^ding to ths Holy Scripture teetimonie, of 
Him respecting His sufferings without, the 
'Work of His power tmihin, and His kingdom 
<md glory. 

" In the Lord's hand and power he was 
instrumental in turning many to righteousness, 
and from darkness to light, and from the power 
cf Satan unto Ood; that they might receive 
remission of sin, through faith in His dear Son 
^Christ Jesus 

Olory to our Ood and to the Lamb on the 
throne forever. HallelujahJ* 

** London, the 24th of Tenth month, 1705. 
Signed at our Second-day morning's meeting. 

Geobqe Whitehead," 
and thirteen other Friends. 

I have been thus careful to place on this 
record, the deliberate and complete approval 
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of these evangelical doctrines of Qeorge Fox^ 
by the highest official authority in the Society 
of Friends of that day, lest any should sup- 

Eose that the quotations already given, had 
een made from some obscure or early writings 
of this eminent man, which in his mature 
years, he had modified or would have wished 
to disavow. 

Moreover this endorsement of the London 
Morning Meeting shows that these were also 
the approved doctrines, at that time, of the 
Society of l^nends at large. 

No fair critic, no true man, who has read, 
or shall read those extracts, and this official 
adoption of the sentiments and truths they 
contain, can ever again declare that GeorM 
Fox, or the early Friends, considered the 
outward atonement — ^through the death and 
resurrection of our Lord and Saviour — as a 
secondary or unimportant article of faith ; or 
that they lightly esteemed "the precious 
blood of Christ" 

It would be impossible, within the limits 
of these essays, to enter thoroughly into the 
doctrinal teachings of one of the most emi- 
nent Reformers of the Christian Church ; aa 
George Fox is now universally admitted to 
have been, even by those who are not able 
to accept, or perhaps, fully comprehend, his 
more spiritual views and teachings. 

Some of the most distinguished writers of 
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the Churcli of England have, of latter years^ 
reviewed with admiration, his clear Scriptural 
doctrines, and his pure, brave, life-work ; and 
have admitted, even from their point of view, 
that much was to be learned there&om. 

The most popular, and perhaps the most 
useful evangelical preacher of the day, Char^ 
les H. Spurgeon, not lone since delivered, in 
Friends' Meeting House, in Grace Church St^ 
London, a remarkable address on the religioua 
life and mission of George Pox ; fully accept- 
ing and welcoming him as a specially anointed 
messenger of the true evangelical gospel of 
Christ to the church and to the world. 

The touching and wonderful testimoniesr 
recorded by many of his cotemporaries, who 
knew him intimately, and loyed and honored 
him, as few earthly leaders were ever loved 
y and honored, are still preserved, bound up 
with his writings. 

We learn from them how " graceful he was 
incountenance,how manly in personand grave 
in gesture," how courteous in his demeanor to- 
ward all ; how influential in moving other 
men's spirits, while "very much master of his 
own;" how a "civility was his, "beyond 
all the forms of breeding." We see him, while 
" valiant in asserting the Truth, bold in de- 
fending it, patient in suflering for it, immov* 
able as a rock " in refusing to compromise it ; 
yet forgiving find loving to all his own persecu- 
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tors and enemies ; not apt to take any personal 
offence ; and both by precept and example, 
enjoining on all his followers the command- 
ment of their Lord and Saviour, " Love your 
enemies, do good to them that hate you, and 
pray for those that despitefully use you and 
persecute you." 

He was ever aggressive and untiring in the 
work of the Lord ; exhorting his followers to 
avail themselves of every opportunity of 
spreading the gospel of salvation, through our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

" If any Friends," writes he in 1659, "have 
friends or relations beyond the sea, send them 
books and papers, and be diligent to spread 
the Truth ; and send Latin books or French 
books, or other books, to Leghorn, France, 
Poland, Italy, Norway, Low Countries, Ac." 

Again, "Friends, spread yourselves aJyroad, 
that you may be serviceable for the Lord and 
His Truth. And Him who was promised to be 
the Covenant of God to the Gentiles, and the 
New Covenant to the Jews, hold up for them 
both, .... as good soldiers of Christ, well 
Jixed in His glorious gospel, and in His word 
and power, that you may know Him, His life 
and salvation ; and bring up others into it." 

To the Friends in America and the West 
India Islands, he writes repeatedly as follows : 

" All Friends, every where — all that have 
Indians or blackis — aie to preach the gospel to 



34 OEOBOE FOX. 

them and other servants, if ye be true Chris- 
tians ; for the eospel was to be preached to 
every creature. 

Again, " You must instruct and teach your 
Indians and negroes, and all others, that 
Chrid, by the grace of God, tasted death for 
every man, and gave Himself a ransom for all 
men, to be testified in due time ; and is the pro* 
pitiationfor the sins of the whole world J' 

One of his biographers, in the last gener- 
ation, says of him:. 

" Even those of his friends who, from being 
engaged in a sea-&rinff life, had become cap- 
tives on the coast or Africa, he wishes to 
acquire the language of the Turks, that they 
might be able to communicate to them the glad 
tidings of salvation, by speaking and by trans- 
lating books into their language. The horrors 
even of Algerine slavery appear to be lessened 
in his view by the hope that it might be the 
means of good to their captors." 

In one of his latest epistles to the *' Friends 
in the ministry in Pennsylvania and New 
Jersey" — 1685 — he writes: 

"With my love to you and all other 
Friends : I was glad to hear from you ; but you 
gave me no account of the increase of Truth 
amongst you, nor what meetings you have 
had amongst the Indian kings and their peo- 
ple ; nor of your labors and travels in the 
gospel, though you have in those countries 
libertv to nreach the Truth. 
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'* And I understand many have a desire to 
live in it, especially in Carolina; and you 
who visit Friends in those parts, it is thought 
strange you do not visit them. Therefore I 
desire that you may all improve your talents 
&c., .... ''and consider that if you confine 
your visits to Friends, and do not travel in 
the universal Truth, that would have all men 
to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the 
Truth, you may be a hindrance one to the 
other," &c. 

The last epistle that he wrote, a few days 
before his death, closes with these solemn 
words: "So all of you live and walk in 
Christ Jesus ; that nothing may be between 
you and God but Christ, in whom you have 
salvation, life, rest, and peace with God." 

And now, as the London Morning Meeting 
concluded its testimony of him, " this faithful 
servant has entered into the everlasting rest 
and joy of his Lord ;" and there we leave him, 
earnestly praying that we, in our day and 
generation, may discharge our duty as ft^ith- 
fuUy as he did his ; and may not fail to pre- 
serve, with loving care, the sacred trust com- 
mitted to us also, to keep and to hand down 
to ftiture generations unimpaired, — the evan^ 
gelical, spiritual doctrines of the gospel of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

T. K., Jr. 
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